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Law School Report
Admissions
50 U B  L A W  F O R U M  
The Law School accepted 37 percent
of applicants, said Lillie V. Wiley-Up-
shaw, vice dean for admissions and fi-
nancial aid. The new enrollees aver-
aged a score of 15.6 on the Law School
Admissions Test and a 3.4 grade point
average in their undergraduate institu-
tions, continuing a trend of improved
academic quality for the Law School’s
incoming students.
In addition, Wiley-Upshaw said, “13
percent of the first-year students hold
graduate degrees, ranging from philos-
ophy to music to engineering.”
But numbers do not tell the whole
story. For each new student, the first
day of Law School is the end of a long
and winding road that has led to Buffa-
lo. Meet a few of UB Law’s newest ad-
ditions:
Buffalo native Jen-
nifer Brevorka is the
daughter of an alum-
nus, Buffalo lawyer Pe-
ter Brevorka ’68. Her
path to Law School
went first through the
world of journalism. Af-
ter graduating from Yale University, she
taught high school in North Carolina
before returning to school to earn a
master’s degree in journalism at Colum-
bia University. She worked at newspa-
pers in Asheville and then Raleigh,
N.C., where as a police reporter she
covered everything from a train colli-
sion to homicide cases.
But the social justice aspect of some
stories nagged at her, such as one in
which eight men died in a jail fire, and
their families were forced to sue the
state in order to see the report about
what had happened.
“As a journalist, there was only so
much you could do,” Brevorka said.
“You can write about wrongdoings, but
so often people turn to the courts in or-
der to rectify the wrongdoing and to do
justice to how they feel they have been
wronged. I saw how people who did
not have a voice – most of them were
very poor – turned to attorneys for help
and guidance. That was interesting to
watch. And working as a police re-
porter, it certainly shaped my opinion
of the law, just seeing the fraternity of
lawyers and judges.”
Amy Noe comes to
UB Law with a doctoral
degree in neurospy-
chology, having prac-
ticed and taught in this
blending of neurology
with clinical psycholo-
gy. Her work has dealt
with trying to help pa-
tients who have suffered neurological
injuries to the brain. Noe served an in-
ternship at the Veterans Affairs Medical
Center in Buffalo, and did a two-year
postdoctoral residency at UB. She said
she came to Law School expecting to
learn skills that would fit with her psy-
chology background, but is leaving
herself open to “whatever grabs my in-
terest.” Right now it is constitutional
law.
Noe is also an accomplished athlete,
having completed a number of
triathlons and marathon runs. “I swim
or run pretty much every day,” she
said, “at ungodly early hours of the
morning.” One recent accomplishment:
a half-Ironman triathlon in Geneva,
N.Y., consisting of a 1.5-mile swim, a
56-mile bike ride and a run of 13.1
miles.
Another athlete in
the first-year class is
Stephani Bouvet, who
moved to Buffalo from
Los Angeles with her
husband, Sean Bouvet,
who is at the UB School
of Medicine doing a res-
idency in internal medicine. A Stanford
University graduate, she worked as a fi-
nancial consultant in Los Angeles. Law
School, she said, has “always been in
the back of my mind, and everything
just fell into place.”
Bouvet ran her first marathon last
summer – but not the easy way. She
raised around $5,000 in pledges for
Team in Training, a fund-raiser for
leukemia and lymphoma research, and
traveled to Anchorage, Alaska, for the
race. What she did not expect is that
the 26.2-mile race is run predominantly
uphill, on a muddy trail through the
forest, with mosquitoes swarming
everywhere. Just short of the finish is
“Insult Hill,” a steep challenge to even
the toughest runners. Finishing the
race, she said, was “probably the most
gratifying thing I have ever done.”
Nearly one in five members of the
Class of 2009 are stu-
dents of color. Eddie
Gonzalez, who was
born in Puerto Rico but
grew up in Salisbury,
Md., said the school’s
diversity – plus its small
classes, opportunities in
international law and
“intimate” feeling – led him to Buffalo
after his undergraduate work at the
University of Maryland.
So far, he says, so good. “The pro-
fessors are really great,” Gonzalez said,
“and the material is stimulating but
does not make you pull your hair out.”
Which is good, because he has a lot
on his mind. He and Cindy Becker –
his high school sweetheart, now a
kindergarten teacher – are planning a
wedding this summer.
Donald Wesley is
not shy about noting
that he is the elder
statesman of the Class
of 2009. At 60, he has
had a long career in ed-
ucation, as a teacher
and administrator.
Wesley taught English for many
years in the public schools of Gowan-
da, south of Buffalo, and was heavily
involved in musical theater, directing 89
plays and musicals in school and com-
munity theater. (“That Mr. Holland’s
Opus thing happened to me,” he said.)
Then he did graduate work in school
administration, becoming “more and
more involved in school law,” and be-
came an administrator in the Orchard
Park, N.Y., district. He taught school
law as part of an administrative training
program at Canisius College and St.
Bonaventure University.
Wesley has published on the ways
that the legal world and the world of
education intersect, and with his broth-
er, Second Circuit Judge Richard C.
Wesley, has presented at education law
conferences. “We found that there was
a real audience,” he said, “because edu-
cators were frightened to death of the
law.
“Over a period of time, probably 20
years, I was reading very deeply in the
law,” Wesley said. “But when you do
not have a legal education, there is only
so much you can do. So after 38 years
in the field, and coming to my 60th
birthday, I applied to Law School. I am
grateful to have been accepted. I have
had four weeks of wonderful experi-
ences, and I am as excited as a kid.
Now I want to really be challenged,
and UB is doing that. I have wonderful
professors; I have wonderful class-
mates. I am just having a ball. I read
and write about the law all day long.”
His classmate Brian
Manning also has fol-
lowed a circuitous road
to UB Law. Born and
raised in Buffalo, after
graduating from Col-
gate University he lived
for seven years in Den-
ver, working in a print shop and as a
buyer for a large bookstore, and taught
in the Denver public schools. He then
moved to Arizona and worked as a
teacher on the Tohono O’Odham Indi-
an reservation, 30 miles from the Mexi-
can border.
“It was pretty intense,” Manning
said. “It was very isolated, in the middle
of the desert. It took me 45 minutes to
drive to nearest store, even if I wanted
a carton of milk. There were a lot of
Mexicans walking through desert; they
would knock on my back door and ask
for water.”
After six months there, he went to
Mexico to study Spanish and ended up
in Taxco, “the silver jewelry hub of the
Western Hemisphere.” There he met
his wife, Claudia, and got into the silver
business, eventually opening a store
that sold jewelry by local artisans to
wholesalers in Dallas and Manhattan.
Their daughter was born in 2003,
and Manning said they wanted to come
to the United States to ensure a range
of opportunities for her. In Buffalo, he
worked in the legal assistance depart-
ment at the refugee assistance agency
Vive La Casa. “I have always wanted to
go to law school,” Manning said. “I had
an idea that I would be wanting to go
before I started working at Vive, but
then it just clicked.
“I love it. Certainly it is a lot of work,
but for me it is just such a privilege to
go back to school at the age of 36.”
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